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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Dolphin Quest at Hilton Waikoloa Village Welcomes New Addition to the Family

Resident dolphin Kona gives birth and prompts contest to name her calf

KOHALA COAST, HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND (February 26, 2008) - Dolphin Quest Hawaii is proud to announce the birth of a female calf to resident dolphin Kona, a 23 year old Atlantic bottlenose dolphin, at 3:42 p.m. on October 9, 2007. The calf, named Hali’a, meaning cherished memory in Hawaiian, was born at the Dolphin Quest lagoon, located at Hilton Waikoloa Village®, while a crowd of approximately 300 excited spectators cheered and watched the calf surface for its first breath. A Name-the-Baby contest is being held by Dolphin Quest to gather name suggestions for the new female calf.

“We are excited to welcome and get to know Kona’s baby girl as we’ve anticipated her arrival for over a year!  She is vibrant, active and keeps us laughing” says Michelle Campbell, director of marine animals for Dolphin Quest.

The first few months of a young dolphin’s life are critical, as babies learn to nurse and mothers and calves establish nurturing bonds. Kona was successfully impregnated through artificial insemination approximately 12 months ago.  Artificial insemination allows Dolphin Quest to expand or maximize genetics within the marine mammal community without moving dolphins from one location to another for breeding.

About Dolphin Quest


Dolphin Quest opened in 1988, creating a place where people and dolphins could share the wonder of close personal interaction. Today, Dolphin Quest is an international organization devoted to the public education and conservation of marine wildlife. We are world-renowned for our creative approach to education, commitment to ocean wildlife research, exemplary animal health care, and successful breeding programs. Our innovative encounter programs promote a spirit of connection to the marvels of the oceans.

About Hilton Waikoloa Village

Hilton Waikoloa Village on Hawaii’s Big Island offers lush tropical gardens, exotic wildlife, cascading waterfalls, tranquil lagoons and waterways, playful dolphins, three swimming pools, beautifully appointed guest rooms and extensive indoor and outdoor meeting and event venues. The resort also boasts two championship golf courses, a seaside putting course, world-class tennis, the luxurious Kohala Sports Club & Spa, nine international cuisine restaurants, the Museum Walkway, Camp Menehune children’s program and Hawaiian cultural activities.

For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada or visit www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com or call the resort directly at (808) 886-1234.
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