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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
News Splash: Dolphin Quest Village unveiled at Hilton Waikoloa Village®   
Dolphin Quest Village is the highlight of the resort’s three year, $100 million improvement venture  

KOHALA COAST, HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND (April 1, 2008) – Hilton Waikoloa Village’s new Dolphin Quest Village opened today following a seven month, $6 million development project. Hilton Waikoloa Village partnered with Dolphin Quest, Swinerton Brothers, Urban Works and Hilton Hotels Corporation to create Dolphin Quest Village, a sustainable, “green” building that will have a positive impact for years to come through guests’ experiences, inspiration and conservation education. Dolphin Quest Village is the highlight of Hilton Waikoloa Village’s three year, $100 million enhancement project.

The new seaside villa is designed to enhance and personalize guests’ up close and personal encounters with the 11 resident Atlantic bottlenose dolphins at the Dolphin Quest Learning Lagoon. Additionally, the structure better facilitates Dolphin Quest group functions, evening programs and special events. 

The ideal structure features three individual buildings, with cedar and lava rock veneer façade; thatched roofs; and accordion-style shuttered windows, connected by breezeways and weathered wooden decks. With approximately 3955 square feet under roof, the buildings are comprised of an Encounter Club, or lounge area for guests, with a multi species interactive touch pool and 200-gallon aquarium featuring Hawaii’s treasured native species, a Learning Center to facilitate classroom programs for visiting schools and special groups; a guest check-in center and changing area with showers; state-of-the-art photo viewing stations; and a retail shop featuring gifts designed by Hawaii artists, recycled products, and Dolphin Quest logo items. 

Dolphin Quest Village is the first Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Certified building to be constructed by Hilton Waikoloa Village and Dolphin Quest. LEED is the U.S. Green Building Council’s nationally accepted green building rating system for evaluating sustainable design and construction.  Energy demand is reduced through efficient HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) design, natural ventilation, the use of daylight to reduce electrical dependency, and water conserving fixtures in the restrooms and showers. Dolphin Quest Village is estimated to consume 30% less water and use 20% less electricity than a comparable conventionally designed building.

2008 is Dolphin Quest’s 20th anniversary; therefore, the opening of the Dolphin Quest Village is one of the many commemoratory events. Special dolphin shows are presented on the 20th of each month in 2008, and this year’s Dolphin Days, slated for June 19 – 22, will highlight the 20th anniversary celebration.  

About Dolphin Quest


Dolphin Quest opened in 1988, creating a place where people and dolphins could share the wonder of close personal interaction. Today, Dolphin Quest is an international organization devoted to the public education and conservation of marine wildlife. The organization is world-renowned for its creative approach to education, commitment to ocean wildlife research, exemplary animal health care, and successful breeding programs. Its innovative encounter programs promote a spirit of connection to the marvels of the oceans.

About Hilton Waikoloa Village

Hilton Waikoloa Village on Hawaii’s Big Island offers lush tropical gardens, exotic wildlife, cascading waterfalls, tranquil lagoons and waterways, playful dolphins, three swimming pools, beautifully appointed guest rooms and extensive indoor and outdoor meeting and event venues. The resort also boasts two championship golf courses, a seaside putting course, world-class tennis, the luxurious Kohala Sports Club & Spa, nine international cuisine restaurants, the Museum Walkway, Camp Menehune children’s program and Hawaiian cultural activities.

For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada or visit www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com or call the resort directly at (808) 886-1234.
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