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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hilton Waikoloa Village Goes Green

The resort’s conservation efforts received recognition from the State of Hawaii

KOHALA COAST, HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND (March 27, 2008) – Hilton Waikoloa Village has raised the bar in conservation and recycling in the resort industry.  The resort has gone above and beyond compliances to conserve energy, water and other resources and to reduce pollution and waste through recycling and energy efficiency.  Hilton Waikoloa Village has a long-standing commitment to conserving the resources of Hawaii and has taken initiative in developing and implementing effective infrastructures, standards and practices.

The resort supports a number of recycling programs including the HI-5 beverage container recovery program in support of the state’s beverage container recovery program, cardboard recovery, and non HI-5 glass recovery. Since April 2005, the resort has diverted 4,361 pounds of aluminum (equivalent approximately to 130,837 12 oz. aluminum cans), 69,862 pounds of glass (equivalent to approximately 167,670 12 to 14 oz. glass bottles), 7,542 pounds of plastic (equivalent to approximately 125,201 16 to 20 oz. plastic bottles), and 1,761 pounds of bi metal (equivalent to approximately 14,085 46 oz. cans.) Additionally, Hilton Waikoloa Village recovers 6,000 – 8,000 pounds of cardboard a month (approximately 90,000 pounds in a busy year, or 180 five hundred (500) pound bales) and 60,000 pounds of non HI-5 glass per year. 

Other “green” efforts include the installation of a bailing press for efficient cardboard recovery; T-8 lamps with electronic ballasts in fluorescent light fixtures, compact fluorescent lights in guestrooms, and a high efficiency chiller to conserve energy; and low flow shower heads and low flow toilets for water conservation. Also, the installation of a dryer and ironer in laundry to increase productivity and decrease fuel intake resulted in a reduced electric usage of fifteen percent, while the Milnor Continuous Batch Washer uses only one gallon of water per pound of linen, compared to the previous conventional washer that used 4.8 gallons per pound of linen. The resort continues to look for opportunities to reduce and minimize solid waste. Secondary uses are found for materials such as wooden pallets, white paper, newspaper, plastic buckets, etc.

Future initiatives are already underway including plans for digital guestroom thermostats with occupancy sensors and a second high efficiency chiller.  Additionally, Hilton Waikoloa Village is exploring alternative energy vehicles utilizing hydrogen or bio-diesel and the installation of a solar photovoltaic rooftop panels to produce 18% of the resort’s total electric consumption.  

Dolphin Quest Village, built in spring 2008, is the first Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Certified building to be constructed by Hilton Waikoloa Village and Dolphin Quest. LEED is the U.S. Green Building Council’s nationally accepted green building rating system for evaluating sustainable design and construction.  Energy demand is reduced through efficient HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) design, natural ventilation, the use of daylight to reduce electrical dependency, and water conserving fixtures in the restrooms and showers. Dolphin Quest Village is estimated to consume 30% less water and use 20% less electricity than a comparable conventionally designed building.
Hilton Waikoloa Village team members and vendors also are involved in the community to promote responsible resource management and help keep Hawaii clean. Team members participate in the Adopt-a-Highway program and host an annual clean-up of the four-acre oceanfed lagoon. Dolphin Quest Hawaii, which operates the resort’s Dolphin Quest program, greatly contributes to the stewardship efforts of Hilton Waikoloa Village in several ways. Dolphin Quest organizes an impressive total of approximately 200 community service and school programs for over 6,000 participants each year. In addition, Dolphin Quest incorporates conservation education daily in dolphin programs.

In 2006 Governor Linda Lingle, in partnership with the State Department of Health and the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, presented Hilton Waikoloa Village the prestigious Hawaii Green Business Award.

The resort was also commended by The Hawaii State Senate and Senator Lorraine Inouye (Senatorial District One) with a certificate of appreciation, recognizing and commending the hotel and staff for receiving Hawaii’s Green Business Award and their outstanding commitment to conservation, waste reduction, and pollution reduction efforts. 
The Hawaii Green Business Award is designed to honor environmentally conscious businesses that work for the sustainability of Hawaii's natural resources. The Hawaii Green Business program is a partnership of public and private entities that voluntarily share information on management practices that save money and resources with government agencies and other businesses.  The program also assists businesses to comply with environmental regulations.

Please visit the following links for digital images. 

www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com/media/2006-green-award.asp.

www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com/media/2006-green-business-award.asp
For more information contact Marketing/Public Relations Coordinator Meredith Wertz at 808-886-2867, meredith_wertz@hilton.com. 

About the Village

Hilton Waikoloa Village on Hawaii’s Big Island offers lush tropical gardens, exotic wildlife, cascading waterfalls, tranquil lagoons and waterways, playful dolphins, three swimming pools, beautifully appointed guest rooms and extensive indoor and outdoor meeting and event venues. The resort also boasts two championship golf courses, a seaside putting course, world-class tennis, the luxurious Kohala Sports Club & Spa, nine international cuisine restaurants, the Museum Walkway, Camp Menehune children’s program 

and Hawaiian cultural activities.

For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada or visit www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com or call the resort directly at (808) 886-1234.
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