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FOR RELEASE AT WILL
The Gallery- Hilton Waikoloa Village Features High-Quality, Original, Affordable Art Created by Local Artists
Be sure to explore the monthly featured artists and receptions along with the Artist in Residence program for The Gallery- Hilton Waikoloa Village
KOHALA COAST, HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND (2008) – The Gallery – Hilton Waikoloa Village was established in 2003 and is the first art gallery owned by a Hilton hotel.  This innovative gallery is different from the standard art gallery as it is committed to displaying first-rate, reasonably priced, original works of art by award-winning artists that reside in Hawaii, particularly from the Big Island. From the unique Artists in Residence program to the exclusive gift shop and the monthly featured artists, The Gallery showcases the passion and talent of local artists often inspired by the islands geographical diversity, natural beauty, and rich native culture.

The Gallery offers an exciting blend and fusion of diverse heritage mixed with Hawaiian culture. Visitors find art work ranging from wood block and mono prints, etchings, oil, acrylic, silk, pastel and watercolor paintings to raku pottery, fine furniture, collage, and wood turnings as well as sculpture in clay, wood, and bronze and hand blown and fused glass. Over 50 island artists encompass the gallery including the Big Island’s well loved artist Hiroke Morinoue. 
Martina Stephens, director of The Gallery- Hilton Waikoloa Village, is a gifted artist herself and has the ability to combine the perspectives of both the visitor and artist. She has worked in the field of art for several years, serving for the Holualoa Foundation for Arts & Culture. “The idea of showing original work is an inspiration to first-time collectors,” Stephens explains. “And due to the Hilton’s sponsorship, we are able to offer reasonable prices and expand the knowledge and artistry of guests and artists alike.”
On occasion, The Gallery highlights the work of one featured artist. An artist reception with wine, pupu and live music welcomes the artist and allows guests and visitors to meet, discover and experience the talent and imagination of our Hawaii based artist. For examples of past featured artists, visit http://www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com/activities/the-gallery.asp. 
The Artist in Residence program at The Gallery- Hilton Waikoloa Village offers an inside view on how art is created from start to finish.  Guests and residents are welcome to view artists as they paint, sculpt, and carve, ask the artist questions about their techniques; or just watch them transform a piece of art. The program rotates Big Island artists, and features Aelbert MC Aehegma and his land, sea, and volcano scapes. Aehegma has been creating and exhibiting art in Hawaii for over twenty years, as well as in over a dozen countries and major art cities including New York, Paris, Geneva, and Honolulu. His light-filled, post-impressionistic style, “Luminalism,” touches the heart with its modern-primitive, tropical mystery. Realistic and fanciful, richly colored beings cavort in an endless paradise.  
The Gallery - Hilton Waikoloa Village is open Monday – Saturday from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. and Sunday 12 p.m. until 8 p.m. The Gallery is located in Hilton Waikoloa Village's Lagoon Tower.  In addition to being able to purchase art from the gallery and gift shop, guests may also obtain commissioned pieces directly from the artists. 

For art inquiries or more information contact The Gallery Director Martina Stephens at (808) 886-2199; TheGallery@HiltonWaikoloaVillage.com or visit www.thegalleryhwv.com. For digital images of Aelbert’s work click on the following links:
http://www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com/activities/imagedownload/2006-Oct/Aelbert%20publicity%20photo.JPG 

http://www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com/activities/imagedownload/2006-Oct/Princess%20of%20Twilight32x38.jpg
About the Village

Hilton Waikoloa Village on Hawaii’s Big Island offers lush tropical gardens, exotic wildlife, cascading 
waterfalls, tranquil lagoons and waterways, playful dolphins, three swimming pools, beautifully appointed guest rooms and extensive indoor and outdoor meeting and event venues. The resort also boasts two championship golf courses, a seaside putting course, world-class tennis, the luxurious Kohala Sports Club & Spa, nine international cuisine restaurants, the Museum Walkway, Camp Menehune children’s program and Hawaiian cultural activities.
For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada or visit www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com or call the resort directly at (808) 886-1234.
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