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FOR RELEASE AT WILL
Diverse Wildlife Make Hilton Waikoloa Village® a Home of Their Own
From African crown cranes to rare green sea turtles, over 46 animals reside throughout the

62-acre resort
KOHALA COAST, HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND (2008) – Hilton Waikoloa Village’s genuine Hawaiian hospitality and “Aloha Spirit” is extended to all visitors and guests of the award-winning resort-- including the resident wildlife. The 62 oceanfront acres of Hilton Waikoloa Village serve as a protected oasis to guests – and animals – alike. Lush tropical gardens, flourishing islands, cascading waterfalls, tranquil waterways, and other habitats are home to a wide variety of wildlife. 

Over 46 animals, each with their own distinct personality and excluding the tropical fish and Japanese koi, call Hilton Waikoloa Village home. The majority of the wildlife is in the Avian (Bird) Species.  While exploring the resort, one may discover eight Chilean flamingo, three nene (Hawaii’s state bird and the only goose native to the Hawaiian Islands), and black necked swans swimming in the pond adjacent to Palm Terrace restaurant.  Additionally, an impeyan monal (type of pheasant), silver pheasant, reeves’ pheasant, and three African crowned cranes can be found on the islands scattered about the lagoon canal and boatway. The African crowned cranes are famous for their “Bug Dance,” as they hop and frolic, shaking up the dirt so the bugs will surface for a quick snack.  
Patricia (triton cockatoo), Butterscotch (salmon crusted cockatoo), and Iniki (goffin’s cockatoo) of the Psittaciformes Family, Cactuidae Genus greet guests with a squawked “Aloha” or “Hello.” The birds can also say their own names, due to the great repetition of these words from previous guests and visitors. Butterscotch is a favorite among guests. According to Wildlife Supervisor Tessa Cazimero, who has worked with Hilton Waikoloa Village wildlife for eighteen years, guests and team members often call the wildlife department inquiring where Butterscotch is perched that day. Cockatoos are very affectionate and gentle creatures. 
Other members of the Psittaciformes Family, in the Psittacidae Genus, include three Blue & Gold Macaws (Pura, Mia, and Ikaika); two Military Macaws (Sarge, Kelly); Chelsea the Scarlet Macaw, Mike the Green Winged Macaw, two Red-Shouldered Macaws (Pete and Repete), Harley the Harlequinn Macaw, and Christian the Catalina Macaw. We can’t forget about Cosmo, the African Grey Parrot, also in the Psittaciformes Family, but in the Psittacus Genus.

Six red-footed tortoises and several rare green sea turtles (who come and go as they please) live in the four-acre saltwater lagoon. You will often locate them gathered at the waterfall, as the alga makes a great meal. The lagoon also protects the turtles from other marine animals, as the green sea turtles are an endangered species. 
The canal boatway and ocean-fed lagoon are teeming with tropical saltwater fish of all varieties from yellow tangs and sergeant major or mamo to unicorn fish and spotted damsels.  The resident four-foot barracuda named Elvis is notorious for appearing by Donatoni’s restaurant’s lanai right about dinner time each evening.  Six hundred and forty-five Japanese Koi, a symbol of prosperity, strength, and courage, also swim about the resort, from the ponds at the Seaside Putting Course to the pond surrounding Imari and the Japanese tea house. 
Guests experience a new kind of adventure at Hilton Waikoloa Village, a Hawaiian safari of their own as diverse critters are scattered about the resort. Complimentary and educational Parrot Talks (Mondays and Saturdays at the base of the grand staircase at 10 a.m.) and Fish Frenzies (Tuesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. at the Lagoon Tower) are offered to guests along with wildlife tours. A complimentary Wildlife and Chinese Zodiac Tour is also offered for guests on Tuesdays and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Be sure to pick up the Botanical Tours and Waikoloa Wildlife Self-Guided Tour book which provides tours around the 62-acre resort, describing the diverse wildlife species and where they can be found.
About the Village
Hilton Waikoloa Village on Hawaii’s Big Island offers lush tropical gardens, exotic wildlife, cascading waterfalls, tranquil lagoons and waterways, playful dolphins, three swimming pools, beautifully appointed guest rooms and extensive indoor and outdoor meeting and event venues. The resort also boasts two 
championship golf courses, a seaside putting course, world-class tennis, the luxurious Kohala Sports Club 
& Spa, nine international cuisine restaurants, the Museum Walkway, Camp Menehune children’s program and Hawaiian cultural activities.

For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada or visit www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com or call the resort directly at (808) 886-1234.
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