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ISLAND OF HAWAI‘I 

February – November 2011

                                        CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A comprehensive listing of festivals, cultural celebrations

 and sports, music, ethnic, artistic, scientific, food/culinary and other

 special events of interest to visitors to Hawaii Island throughout 2011 

_______________________________________
FEBRUARY

Ongoing Monthly Events
Artisan Farms Tour (Feb. 1 – Feb. 28) - Visit any of three artisan farms in beautiful Ahualoa, upslope on the Northeast coast of Hawaii Island.   Meet the owners and sample the products at these farms – a coffee plantation, a tea garden and a honey company.   Lots of unique and local flavor!   By appointment only.   Fee.  For information and contact phone numbers for each farm, visit www.hawaiianartisanfarms.com
Hawaiian Culture at Keauhou (Feb. 1 – Feb. 28) -  Visitors are invited to sample a variety of Hawaiian cultural activities that take place throughout the week at this hotel, including a history tour, lei making, chanting and hula, ʽukulele, Hawaiian language and arts and crafts with Hawaiian elders. Many activities daily 9 a.m – 3 p.m.; other activities on selected days.  Free.  Keauhou Beach Resort.  Visit www.keauhoubeachresort.com.
Kona Coast History Cruise (Feb. 1 – Feb. 26) - Get a waterborne perspective of the rich and diverse cultural history of the Kona Coast on this three-hour daily cruise which leaves from the Kailua Pier and travels 17 miles south to historic Kealakekua Bay aboard the 65-foot Kanoa II catamaran, with food, beverages and local musical entertainment.  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.  Call (808) 326-7122 or visit 
www.bodyglovehawaii.com
Hawaiiana Live (Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23) - A unique 45-minute cultural tourism program onstage. Experience Hawaiian history, traditions and culture through storytelling, film, music, oli and hula.  Topics change weekly as the program revolves around the Hawaiian lunar calendar. Newly restored pipe organ featured.  Palace Theater in Hilo. Wednesdays at 11 a.m. $5/children free.  Call (808) 934-7010 or visit www.hilopalace.com
Hawaiiana at Keauhou (Feb. 2 – Feb. 25) - Enjoy three different free Hawaiian cultural events held weekly at the Heritage Courtyard in the Keauhou Shopping Center in Kona .   Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. is ʽukulele night - sit back and listen or bring an ʽukulele and jam along; Thursday from 10 – noon learn about Hawaiian crafts from kūpuna or elders; and Friday watch the hula show from 6 – 7 p.m.  For information call  (808) 960-7728.

Kona Stories (Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24) – Trained storytellers and special guests bring Kona’s interesting history to life in these lively weekly sessions. Includes narratives of the coffee belt, cowboy and ranch life, good gossip, ghost stories as well as retellings from diaries and letters of residents of old Kona.  At the H.N. Greenwell Store Museum in Kealakekua, Thursday 10:30 a.m. – noon. Free. (808) 323-3222 or visit www.konahistorical.org
Portuguese Stone Oven Bread Baking (Feb. 3, 10, 17,24) - Take part in this historical re-creation – making and then baking traditional sweet bread in a wood-fired oven called a forno, the type used by Portuguese immigrants who came to Hawaiʽi in the 1800’s.   A tasty and hands on experience!  At the H.N. Greenwell Store museum in Kealakekua, Thursday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Free. (808) 323-3222 or visit www.konahistorical.org
South Kona Green Market (Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27) - Held every Sunday, this farmers market advocates Hawai‘i Island sustainability by featuring locally-sourced fruit, produce and other foods, plus handcrafted items. The SKGM features live music and educational lectures; Master Gardeners are available to offer free advice.  Held 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Amy B.H. Greenwell EthnoBotanical Gardens in Captain Cook.  Visit their website at www.skgm.org
Niaulani Nature Walk & Forest Tour (Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27) – Take a one-hour guided nature walk through an old-growth Hawaiian rain forest on an easy, half-mile loop trail. The walk introduces individuals, families, and groups to the native plants and birds of Volcano.  Mondays at 9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village (corner of Kalanikoa & Old Volcano Roads). Free. (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
Educational Tours at NELHA (Feb. 6 – Feb. 24) - The Friends of NELHA offers presentations and tours on Hawaiʽi Island's sustainable future in food and energy Monday – Thursday weekly.  NELHA presentations and abalone aquafarm tour/tasting Monday, Wednesday, Thursday; At NELHA in Kona.  Fee.  (808) 329-8073.
H.N. Greenwell Store Living History Experience (Feb. 6 – Feb. 24) – Experience daily life in the Hawaiian Kingdom in the 1890’s at this general store, built by English immigrant Henry Greenwell.  Costumed interpreters show you authentic goods of the day and provide a rare glimpse into Kona’s colorful past. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Monday – Thursday in Kealakekua.  Small fee.  (808) 323-3222 or visit www.konahistorical.org.  
Amy Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden Tour (Saturday,  Feb. 12) - This tour gives an understanding of the role plants played and still play in the Hawaiian culture.  More than 200 species of plants that grew in the traditional farms and native forests of Kona, including endemic, indigenous and Polynesian introduced plants. Free; 10 – 11:30 a.m. Hwy. 19 in Captain Cook. (808) 323-3318 or visit www.bishopmuseum.org/greenwell
Hawaii County Band Concert (Saturday,  Feb. 12) – The 40-member strong Hawaii County Band is a Island musical treasure that you can enjoy if you happen to be in Hilo on the one Saturday a month the group performs.   The band plays a tapestry of seasonal works, Hawaiian pieces, overtures, movie themes and other selections.  At 12 noon at the Mooheau Park Bandstand in downtown Hilo.  Free and open to the public . 
Sunday Walk in the Park (Sunday, Feb. 13) - This new monthly program (on second Sundays) takes participants on guided walks on the trails in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.   This two-hour hike will start at the park's Kīlauea Visitor Center and follow some of the popular trails around Kīlauea Crater.   1 – 3 p.m.  Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.  Free.  To register, contact Nick Shema at (808) 967-8648 or programs@fhvnp.org.
Aloha Saturday (Saturday, Feb. 19) – These monthly programs feature musical performances by Hawaii Island musicians and hula halau, along with presentations by community groups.  Also featured are authentic arts and crafts vendors and food booths.  Noon – 4 p.m.  Kālakaua Park in Hilo.  Free.  (808) 961-5711 or visit 
www.ehcc.org. 

Kailua Village Stroll (Sunday, Feb. 20) - Spend a day strolling Ali‘i Drive (which will be closed to traffic) in the charming town of Kailua Village, the heart of Kona and home to historical sites like Mokuaikaua Church and Hulihe‘e Palace, beautiful seaside views, lots of friendly vendors and merchants, and restaurants offering a wide variety of food choices.  From 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. A great way to spend a Sunday afternoon!   

Hulihe‘e Palace Concert (Sunday, Feb. 20) – A monthly concert at this historic Kona landmark honoring Princess Ruth Leʽelikolani with vocal music by the Merrie Monarchs and the first 2011 performance of the Huliheʽe Palace Band.  Free. 4 p.m. on the lawn overlooking Kailua Bay.  (808) 329-1877; or visit www.huliheepalace.org. 
Niaulani Forest Work Day (Sunday,  Feb. 20) -  Enjoy the open air while volunteering to help restore the beauty and diversity of the native, old-growth rainforest at Volcano Art Center's Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village.  An opportunity to help the forest and connect with nature plus learn about the rich mixture of flora and fauna on this site.  9 a.m. – noon.  Free.  Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
 

Special / One-time Events
Chris O’Riley and Carter Brey (Wednesday, Feb. 2) – A classical and contemporary music crossover artist par extraordinaire, O’Riley’s poetic piano interpretations dazzle both young and old.  Brey, meanwhile, is an acclaimed, multi-prize winning concert cellist, whose chamber music performance resume is among the best in the business.  Fee.  7 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.   (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org.
Midnite Concert  (Thursday, Feb. 3) -  It’s all reggae as this band from St. Croix, Virgin Islands performs with special guest artists The Lambsbread and Ras Sparrow.   Midnite weaves the cultural lyrics of "old school" roots reggae music with modern day experiences to create a unique listening encounter.  8 p.m. at the Historic Palace Theater in Hilo.    Tickets call (888) 256-7616 or visit www.groovetickets.com.  
International Nights (Friday, Feb. 4/ Saturday, Feb. 5) -  These back-to-back evenings feature performances of dance, music and other international and ethnic entertainment by various student ethnic groups at the Performing Arts Theater at the University of Hawaii – Hilo. 7:30 p.m. each night.   (808) 974-7313 or visit http://artscenter.uhh.hawaii.edu
“The King and I” (Feb. 4 – Feb. 27) –  East meets west in this richly textured, uplifting and fascinating 1860’s love story between the King of Siam and his English tutor, the widow Anna Leonowens, brought to the stage by the Aloha Performing Arts Company.  At the Aloha Theater in Kainaliu, Kona. Friday and Saturday shows are at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m.  For tickets call (808) 322-2294 or visit www.alohatheatre.com
Waimea Cherry Blossom Heritage Festival (Saturday, Feb. 5) - This popular festival held in the community of Waimea celebrates Japanese traditions and culture and includes cherry blossom viewing, music, demonstrations, exhibits, crafts, entertainment, ethnic foods, a farmers’ market and visiting performers and artisans from Japan.  For additional information contact (808) 961-8706. 

Hawaiian Quilt Show (Saturday, Feb. 5 / Sunday, Feb. 6) – Quilting is one of Hawaii’s indigenous arts that is known world-wide and at this event you can view beautiful quilts and trace patterns from the collection of show sponsors Ka Hui Kapa Apana o Waimea.  This special show is a part of the annual Cherry Blossom Festival.   10 a.m – 4 p.m. at the Thelma Parker Gymnasium in Waimea.   (808) 775-0765 or e-mail rtanaka@hawai.rr.com
Kona Coast Historical Cruise (Sunday, Feb. 7) -  Take this ocean adventure aboard the sailing catamaran Fair Wind II to learn about the many interesting Hawaiian historical sites found on the Kona Coast.  Sponsored by the Kona Historical Society with narration by Kona’s John Mitchell.  Along the way look for whales and dolphins.  2 – 5 p.m.  at Keauhou Bay.  Fee. (808) 322-2788 or visit www.konahistorical.org.
John Keawe (Tuesday, Feb. 8) - Join award winning slack-key (kihoʽalu) guitarist, composer and recording artist, John Keawe as he performs soulful songs of Hawai`i and his wife Hope provides moving interpretations of his music with her graceful hula. John will share songs from his newly released CD, “Play with Me Papa.”  . 7 p.m.  Free.  Kīlauea Visitor Center, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.  (808) 985-6011 or www.nps.gov/havo
Art & Traditions of Hula (Tuesday, Feb. 8; also Feb. 15 and Feb. 22) - Learn about Hawaiian chant and hula in this free interactive outdoor session.   Hawaiian history, language and culture is shared through storytelling, hula, music and cultural activities. 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.  Bring mat and rain/sun gear; park entrance fees apply.  (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
Liane Carroll in Concert (Friday, Feb. 11) – Enjoy an evening with this two-time BBC Jazz award winner - described by Time Out magazine as “utterly brilliant” – as she performs in concert backed by a talented group of Island jazz artists.    The concert is a fundraiser to benefit the Hawai’i Performing Arts Festival scholarship program.  7 p.m. Fairmont Orchid Hotel. Fee. For information visit  www.hawaiiperformingartsfestival.org  
 9th Annual Hilo Chinese New Year Festival (Saturday, Feb. 12) - Chinese lion dancers snake to Hilo’s Kalākaua Park which is transformed into a mini-Chinatown to celebrate the Year of the Rabbit.   Performances, displays, cooking and cultural demonstrations show the Chinese influence in Hawai‘i.   9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Free!  Information:  Call (808) 935-8850  or visit www.downtownhilo.com.

Bob Fest Concert and Agricultural Fair (Sunday, Feb. 13) –  This annual fun family event celebrates the legacy of reggae icon Bob Marley, with Hawaiian & Reggae music, organic farms produce and growing techniques, children’s activities, seeds and trees to plant, beekeepers, CPR demos and more.   Noon to 6 p.m. in Hilo at Mo‘oheau Park Bandstand.    Call (808) 216-7372 or visit www.myspace.com/bobfestagfair.

Hawai‘i Island Chinese Film Festival (Sunday, Feb. 13) – This special film screening is a part of the Hilo Chinese New Year observance and will feature films from and about China.  Preceded by a special lion dance and firecracker blessing!    All showings are free at the historic Palace Theater in downtown Hilo. 7 p.m.  For more information call (808) 934-7010.
ZooZoo (Sunday, Feb. 13) – ZooZoo is a madcap revue of illusion, comedy and fun, a delightfully whimsical performance for the whole family.   With ingenious masks and outlandish costumes, mime, dance and music,  ZooZoo brings playful polar bears, insomniac hippos and a menagerie of other animals to the stage.  Wonderful, innovative theatre.   Fee. 7 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org.

‘Q’uisine of Hearts (Sunday, Feb. 13) - Enjoy sumptuous food by Big Island chefs along with desserts, wine handcrafted ales and Kona coffee; listen to and music; and bid for silent auction items at this American Culinary Federation Valentine’s brunch that benefits childhood nutritional education. 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.at the Water’s Edge Ballroom at the Hilton Waikoloa Village Resort. Tickets $45 adults/$20 children.  Call (808) 329-2522.
Love Letters (Monday, Feb. 14) - A romantic evening for Valentine’s Day, this 1989 smash hit Broadway play is a simple and moving story. Through letters written from childhood to middle age, “Love Letters”  reveals the bittersweet relationship between U.S. Senator Andrew Ladd and artist Melissa Gardner.  7:30 p.m. at the Aloha Performing Arts Center in Kainaliu in Kona. (808) 322-2294 or visit www.alohatheatre.com
‘Ukulele and Slack Key Guitar Institute (Thursday, Feb. 17 – Sunday, Feb. 20) – Open to everyone from beginners to experts, this institute features workshops, lessons, jam sessions and more to help you better play and enjoy Hawaiian music.  Three free public concerts/ events are open to the public and include a kanikapila at 7 p.m. Thursday, talk story at 2p.m. Saturday and finale concert 1 p.m. Sunday.   www.kahilutheatre.org. 

ʽUkulele and Slack Key Masters Concert – 1 (Friday, Feb. 18) - Two musicians – Jake Shimbukuro and Chris Wooten, and two instruments = the ultimate jam.   That just about says it all for this concert, and the one the following night, Saturday, Feb. 19, which are among the most anticipated of the Kahilu theatre schedule every season.  Fee.  8 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org. 

The Marvelous Wonderettes (Feb. 18 – Feb. 27) – Take a trip down memory lane in this non-stop musical blast from the past to the 1958 Springfield High School prom to meet and learn about the lives and loves of four girls.  Features all your favorite songs from the 50’s and 60’s.   7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays at the East Hawaii Cultural Center in Hilo.  Call (808) 961-5711 or visit www.ehcc.org. 

ʽUkulele and Slack Key Masters Concert – 2 (Saturday, Feb. 19)  - Headliners for the second night of these Masters Concerts are the popular Hawaii recording group Hookena, who will perform an evening of traditional Hawaiian music with the other talented artists from the Ukulele and Slack Key Guitar Institute.   Fee.  8 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org
Hawaii Avocado Festival (Saturday, Feb. 19) – Go green – avocado  green - at this celebration of the tasty and nutritious avocado featuring tastings, growing demos, recipe contest, eco fashion show, farmers market, performing arts, avo-inspired dinner and more.   10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Amy Greenwell Ethnobotancial Garden in Captain Cook on Highway 11 at mile marker 110.  Free.  808-334-3340 or visit www.manakeasanctuary.org. 
Laupehoehoe Music Festival (Saturday, Feb. 19) - Rising stars, veteran masters and top local bands come together for a day of nonstop music and hula, island style.  Food vendors will offer a wide variety of tastes; local craft vendors will also be on site.  Money raised goes for civic projects and scholarships. Fee; 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at Laupāhoehoe Point Beach Park. (808) 938-3688 or e-mail to laupehoehoemusic@hotmail.com.
Panaewa Stampede Rodeo (Saturday, Feb. 19 - Sunday, Feb. 20) -  Check out rodeo Hawaiian-style at this weekend event featuring an amateur competition between cowboys, cowgirls, keiki and kūpuna. Enjoy paniolo (cowboy) demonstrations, Hawaiian musical entertainment, food and craft booths.  Panaewa Equestrian Center in Hilo, noon – 5 p.m. both days. Fee.  Call (808) 937-1004 or e-mail: ncabral@daylum.com
Captain Cooked (Feb. 19 & March 5) -  A fun mystery about the adventures of a modern-day heroine on the Big Island, complete with lava, earthquakes and other perils.   The book features local name artists, menus by top Island restaurateurs, music and treasure hunt.  Book signings: 2/19 Borders in Kona 10 a.m., Basically Books in Hilo 2 p.m.;  March 1 Lava Java 10 a.m. and Kona Stories 6 p.m. in Kona. www.captaincooked.com.
Dryland Forest Symposium (Friday, Feb. 25) - The dry forests of Hawaii were once the most diverse forest ecosystem on the Hawaiian Islands but today they are deforested and degraded.  At this important symposium, speakers will discuss current ideas about conservation and restoration of Hawaii’s remaining dry forest habitat. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort. (808) 325-6868 or visit www.drylandforest.org/events. 

Alpin Hong (Tuesday, Feb. 22) – Take a talented classical pianist and mix in snowboarding, martial arts, and video games and you get – Alpin Hong, a creative tour de force opening the eyes, ears and imaginations of audiences everywhere.  Hong connects to both young and old with his energy, stunning technique and rare humor.   7 p.m. Kahilu Theater in Waimea.   Free!  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org.
Philadanco! – The Phildelphia Dance Company (Thursday, Feb. 24) – This American dance  company is recognized for its artistic integrity, superbly trained dancers and electrifying performances.   Described as “fascinating and thrilling,”  with performers of  “blazing physicality,” Philadanco dancers are among the best of the best.   Fee.  7 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org. 
13th Annual Weekend Writer's Retreat (Feb. 25 - 27) - Join an intimate community of writers in a focused weekend of writing, sharing, and inspiration.   Improve the emotion, depth, and potency of your work via extensive writing exercises, friendly reading of work, and engaging group discussion. Open to all levels. Volcano Art Center.  Call (808) 967-8222 for fees and housing information or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
Grow Hawaiian Festival (Saturday, Feb. 26) - The Annual Grow Hawaiian Festival features presentations on native plant horticulture, conservation and traditional Hawaiian arts and takes place at the unique Amy Greenwell Ethnobotanical Gardens.  Also dance, demonstrations and garden tours.  On Highway 11 in Captain Cook in Kona.   9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   Free.   Call (808) 323-3318 or visit www.bishopmuseum.org/exhibits.

"Art on the Water" (Saturday, Feb. 26) – This event combines the visual and audio arts, with an exhibition of fine art paintings by Janelle Marie and custom wood pieces by renown artisan Tai Lake of Kona, against a backdrop of music.   Wine also available.  6 – 10 p.m. at the Waters Edge Ballroom of the Hilton Waikoloa Village Resort.  Free.   For more information call (808) 990-0737.

 
MARCH

Girls’ Day Diva Festival (Thursday, March 3) -  This special annual event features a performance by Craig A Meyer of his popular hit show “Almost Elton John.”  The 7 p.m. performance is preceded from 5-6:30 p.m. by food sampling courtesy of 12 women owned and operated businesses, silent auction and door prizes. UH – Hilo Performing Arts Center.  Ticket fee. Call (808) 974-7310 or http://artscenter.uhh.hawaii.edu
"Hawaiʽi’s Feathered Treasures (Thursday, March 3) – Meet wildlife biologist and photographer Jack Jeffrey and view his images of Hawaiʽi’s forest birds while learning more about their importance and the efforts being taken to preserve and protect their habitat.  5:30 – 6:30 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park. Free; park entrance fees may apply. (808) 967-8222, or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
Mauna Loa Birding Hike (Saturday, March 5) - Join renowned wildlife biologist and photographer Jack Jeffrey for a morning of bird watching in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.  This field exploration consists of several stops with short hikes along moderately-difficult trails - good physical conditioning is a must. Pre-registration required. Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org 
Takacs  Quartet with Joyce Yang (Monday, March 7) -  This performance matches up one of the most gifted young pianists of her generation, Joyce Yang, with an ensemble known worldwide for its extraordinary musicianship and keen ability to bring drama, grace and elegance to the interpretation of the string quartet repertoire.   Fee.  7 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or www.kahilutheatre.org. 
Kona Brewers Festival (Saturday, March 12) – This annual festival promotes craft brewing in Hawai'i and  promotes recycling.  Expect about 60 craft beers from Hawai‘i and the U.S. Mainland, plus gourmet food.  Also special Brewer’s Dinner, Golf Tourney and Run for the Hops.   Held under swaying palm trees at the King Kamehameha’s Kona Beach Hotel. 2:30 – 6:30 p.m. Fee. (808) 331-3033 or visit www.konabrewersfestival.com.

Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko Performance (Saturday, March 12) - See traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater, featuring Halau Haʽa Kea o Kinohi.  10:30 a.m. Hawaiian cultural demonstrations at Volcano Art Center Gallery from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.   Free; park entrance fees apply.   Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 
Spring Wind Quintet (Sunday, March 13)  - The Spring Wind Quintet, recognized as one of the country’s leading woodwind quintets, has been a major force in the development of chamber music in Hawaii. The group has an extensive and varied repertoire and will peform a world premier for this event. At the Kilauea Military Camp Theater in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park. Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 

Big Island International Marathon (Sunday, March 20) -  In this annual marathon and 10.8-mile and 

3.1-mile fun runs, participants run the coast of old Hawai‘i along the Pacific Ocean, through tropical rainforests, past rushing waterfalls and along black lava beaches to finish at the historic Hilo Bay front.   A flat, cool and fun course in the beautiful Hilo area.  Call (808) 969-7400 or visit www.hilomarathon.org.

Kamuela Philharmonic Spring Concert (Sunday, March 20) – The second of three annual concerts presented by this talented, locally-based orchestra during the year, this concert will feature a performance of  Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto  and Beethoven’s Symphony #6, the “Pastoral.”   Free community event.  4 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea.  (808) 885-6868 or visit www.kamuelaphil.com. 

Haili Men’s Invitational Volleyball Tournament (March 21 – March 26) – Now more than a half-century old, this popular sporting event features novice to nationally ranked AA players from around the United States.  The five-day tourney is held at the Hilo Civic Auditorium and other locations around Hilo.  A great reason to visit Hilo if you are into volleyball.  Call (808) 961-3633.
Annual Spring Dance Concert (Saturday, March 26)  - A popular yearly dance concert featuring innovating new works by talented Big Island choreographers and dancers.  Ballet, modern, jazz, hip-hop and more.  Kīlauea Military Camp Theater in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.  7:30 p.m. Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 
Day at Huliheʽe (Saturday, March 26) – This annual spring fundraiser, on the oceanfront grounds of the historic Huliheʽe Palace in Kailua Village in Kona, features arts and crafts, ono (tasty) food, Hawaiian music, hula and culture and prize drawings for locally created artwork.   9 a.m. – 4 p.m.;  traditional Hawaiian blessing at 8:30 p.m.  Free.   For more information call (808) 329-9555 or visit www.daughtersof hawaii.org.
APRIL
Kona Chocolate Festival and Symposium (Saturday, April 2) - This sweet and distinctive festival celebrates chocolate, chocolate and more chocolate. Taste creations by the top chefs and chocolatiers of the Big Island, enjoy wines, gourmet dining, live music and more.  King Kamehahema’s Kona Beach Hotel in Kona.   (808) 987-8722 or visit www.konachocolatefestival.com
Lavaman Triathlon (Sunday, April 3) - The 13th Annual Lavaman Triathlon and Sports Festival is an extravaganza of sports and fitness. This 10K-run, 40K-bike and 1.5K-swim and Olympic distance course at the Waikoloa Beach Resort is open to individuals and relay teams of all ages and abilities. Followed by an awards party and beach barbeque.  Call (808) 329-9718.  Visit www.lavamantriathlon.com
Kona Coast History Cruise (Saturday, April 9) - Set sail to Captain Cook’s Monument on an historical cruise to Kealakekua Bay. This three-hour cruise is guaranteed to wow you with facts, stories, legends and cultural arts.  The sightings of whales and dolphins are often an added treat.  From 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on board the Body Glove cruise boat at Kailua Bay Pier.  Fee; pupus and beverages, no host bar.  (800) 551-8911 for reservations.
Puna Music Festival (April 20 – May 3) -  A two-week event conciding with the annual Merrie Monarch Festival,  the Puna Music Festival focusses on music and hula.  Classes and presentations include mele, oli, ʽauana and kahiko hula, vocals, ʽukulele/guitar, huna, and excursions . Local artisans will share their knowledge and native crafts.  At Kalani Oceanside Retreat in Pahoa in Puna.  Fee. (808) 965-0468 or visit www.kalani.com.
Earth and Ocean Fair at Keauhou (Saturday, April 23) – This event is a family/community based program featuring many booths, exhibits and fun activities that showcase environmental and recycling programs, coastal restoration, ocean literacy, energy conservation, cultural activities and more, plus live music and entertainment.  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort and Kahaluʽu Beach Park. (808) 329-1758 or visit www.kona-kohala.com. 
Hi Noon (April 23 – May 31) – This exhibit of oil paintings and prints by artist Shingo Hondo depicts the dramatic botanicals and unusual flora of the Hawaii Islands.  Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawaiʽi Volcanoes National Park.   Free;  park entrance fees apply. Call (808) 967-7565 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 

Merrie Monarch Festival (April 24 – April 30) – Hawai‘i’s most venerable hula celebration and competition with week-long festivities including exhibitions, musical entertainment,  arts and crafts fairs and the Miss Aloha Hula Competition and kahiko (ancient) and ‘auana (modern) hula  competitions. Except for the hula competition, events are free.  Call (808) 935-9168 or visit http://merriemonarch.com. 
Imiloa Celebrates the Merrie Monarch (April 26 – April 29) –  Hilo’s Imiloa Astronomy Center gets into the hula festival spirit with a series of entertaining and educational presentations, workshops, performances and demonstrations by cultural experts about hula song composition, lei making, music and genealogy.   Call (808) 969-9704 or visit www.imiloahawaii.org for more information and complete schedule of events. 

MAY

May Day is Lei Day (Sunday, May 1) - May Day means Lei Day at the Waikoloa Beach Resort on the Kohala Coast.  Celebrate this time-honored tradition with the resort’s day-long, resort-wide event highlighting Hawai‘i’s diverse culture. Live, local entertainment, authentic Hawaiian arts and crafts, performances by talented hula hālau, lei-making contest and Lei Queen. (808) 886-8822 or visit www.waikoloabeachresort.com
Lei Day Festival (Sunday, May 1) – A family event celebrating Lei Day for all ages with lei-making demonstrations, lei contest and display, hula and ‘ukulele performances, talk-story sessions, guided tours of the native forest and more. Lei contest is open to all ages and cash prizes are awarded for outstanding entries.     10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Free.  Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.
"He Moʽolelo o Ka Lei” (Sunday, May 1) – This Lei Day event kicks off a celebration of the “story of the lei” for the month of May in Hilo.   Event features Hawaiian music by well known entertainers, hula, lei-making demonstrations and the heritage, history and culture of the lei.  11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Kalākaua Park in downtown Hilo.  Free.   For more information, call 961-5711or visit www.Leiday.net.
May Day Mele (Sunday, May 1) - This free, aloha-filled music festival will feature hula, olʽi (chant) along with a stellar lineup of Hawaiian musicians along with short videos about lei-making by local filmmakers.  
2 p.m. at the Palace Theater in Hilo. Free. Visit www.hilopalace.com or call (808) 934-7010. 
Big Island Film Festival (May 11  - May 15) – An international film festival which celebrates narrative filmmakers and narrative films.  With three movie venues, food and beverage events, workshops, celebrities, and Hawaiian music and culture, it's rapidly gaining an international reputation.   Some events free.  Fairmont Orchid Hotel and Shops at Mauna Lani on the Kohala Coast. (808) 883-0394 www.bigislandfilmfestival.com

Ka‘u Coffee Festival (Saturday, May 14 / Sunday, May 15) – If coffee gets you going, then go to this popular festival celebrating the bean in Hawai‘i Island’s beautiful Ka‘u district.  Featuring a Miss Ka‘u Coffee pageant, ho‘olaulea, best coffee tasting, recipe contest, music and entertainment, farm tours, coffee demos and auction. At the Community Center in Pahala.  Most events are free.  (808) 929-9550 or visit www.kaucoffeefestival.com.

MAMo Native Hawaiians Arts & Cultural Festival (Saturday, May 21) -  This special native Hawaiian Arts Market and Cultural Festival  will feature more than 25 native Hawaiian visual artists, cultural demonstrations and performing artists.   A rare opportunity to meet the artists! Plus keiki art tent, handcrafted items and fine contemporary art work.   Keauhou Beach Resort in Kona.  (808) 324-2553 or www.maoliartsmonth.org.
Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko Performance (Saturday, May 21 ) - See traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater, featuring Halau Na Kipuʽupuʽu..  10:30 a.m. Hawaiian cultural demonstrations at Volcano Art Center Gallery from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.   Free; park entrance fees apply.   Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 
Hilo Inter-Tribal PowWow (May 22 – May 30) - Everyone is invited to experience the sights, sounds, flavors and spirit of Native America through music, dance, storytelling, food, arts and crafts at this free family-oriented event with opportunities for audience participation throughout the week.  At Wailoa River Park in Hilo. This is a drug and alcohol free event. For more information, go to www.hilopowwow.com. e-mail to info@hilopowwow.com or (808) 557-8607.
Waimea Bonyu Bonsai Exhibition (Saturday, May 28 / Sunday, May 29) –  The Japanese horticultural art of bonsai – or growing trees and plants in miniature - is artistically on display at the annual exhibition of this club which has nearly a half century of history of promoting bonsai.   Featuring beautiful miniature plants and a large variety of trees.   9 a.m. – 4 p.m. each day.   Waimea Community Center in Waimea.   Free.   (808) 887-0862.

JUNE

Ford Ironman Hawaii 70.3 Triathlon (Saturday, June 4) – This event is half the Ironman distance – 1.2-mile swim, 56-mile bike and 13.1-mile run – and is held at the beautiful Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii Resort on the Kohala Coast and is part of the official qualifier series for the 2010 Ironman Triathlon World Championship held in Kona later in the year.  Call (808) 329-0063 or visit www.ironman.com
King Kamehameha Day Celebration (Friday, June 10) – Come to the northern tip of the Big Island to honor the legendary Hawaiian king in his North Kohala birthplace. A day-long cultural festival with floral parade, ceremony draping the King’s statue in lei, hula, food booths and musical performances mark this special day. 8 a.m – 4 p.m. in Kapa‘au and Hawi, with activities at Kamehameha Park.  Call (808) 884-5168.

Kamehameha Festival (Friday, June 10) – This festival features features a ho‘olaule‘a with top Hawaii recording artists, hula hālau, various cultural presentations, Hawaiian chant competition, dance of the warrior exhibition, food, and art and crafts booth.  10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Moku Ola (Coconut Island) in Hilo.  Free.  Call (808) 989-4844 or visit www.kamehamehafestival.org.   A no alcohol, no drug event. 
King Kamehameha Day Parade (Saturday, June 11) -  A beautiful floral parade through the heart of Kailua-Kona honoring the great Hawaiian monarch.  Featuring Hawaiian-themed entries, including pā‘ū riders representing all the Hawaiian Islands, bands, hula and community groups.  Also food booths, crafts and much more.   Parade starts at 9 a.m. in Kailua Village. 
Pu‘uhonua o Hōnaunau Hawaiian Cultural Festival (June 24 – June 26) - This fun and educational festival will mark the 50th anniversary of Pu‘uhonua o Hōnaunau National Historical Park, perhaps the premier spot in the state to learn about ancient Hawaiian culture.  Demonstrations of – and participation in - numerous Hawaiian arts and lifestyle activities, including net fishing, weaving, food preparation, canoe rides, lei making and much more. 9 a.m – 3 p.m.  No park fees this weekend. (808) 328-2326, ext. 1101 or visit www.nps.gov/puho.
Hawai‘i Performing Arts Festival (June 24 – July 15) – This popular series two dozen mostly free concerts brings together talented students with renowned artists in a variety of venues and settings around Hawai‘i Island.  Includes opera, classical, chamber, baroque, vocal, cabaret, theatrical and instrumental performances such as piano, woodwinds and strings.  Call (303) 221-0399 or visit www.hawaiiperformingartsfestival.org. 

Kona Marathon and Family Fun Runs (Sunday, June 26) – Since it’s debut in 1994, this event has become Kona’s premier road race, featuring four great races for the whole family - marathon, half-marathon, and 5-K and 10-K runs.  Held at the Outrigger Keauhou Beach Hotel in Kona.   For more information visit www.konamarathon.com or e-mail raceinfo@konamarathon.com.

JULY

Great Waikoloa Rubber Ducky Race & 4th of July Extravaganza (Monday, July 4) – An all day fundraiser for United Cerebral Palsy of Hawai‘i, the fun-filled event features a wild and wacky rubber ducky race, live entertainment, and lots of exciting activities, culminating in a spectacular fireworks display over Kings' Lake. 10 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Call (808) 886-8811 or visit www.waikoloabeachresort.com.

Kailua-Kona Independence Day Celebration (Monday, July 4) – An annual event featuring live music, games, children’s activities, and the traditional parade  - starting at 5:30 p.m. - along Ali‘i Drive with the Hawai‘i County Band, floats, antique cars and more plus a fireworks display over Kailua Bay at 8:15 p.m.  5 p.m. – 10 p.m. Coconut Grove Shopping Center.   Visit www.konaparades.com.

Turtle Independence Day (Monday, July 4) – Held purposefully every year on July 4, this different event educates people about endangered Hawaiian green sea turtles.   Watch as the young honu (turtles), which have grown up in the ponds at the Mauna Lani Resort, are given their freedom as they are released back into the ocean.   Call the Mauna Lani Resort at (808) 885-6622 to learn more.  
Kīlauea Cultural Festival (Saturday, July 9) – Held in the special setting of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, this popular annual festival helps preserve and perpetuate the Hawaiian culture and traditional arts.   Featuring Hawaiian music, hula, crafts sales and demonstrations by local artists and practitioners.  10 a.m – 3 p.m.  Free. For more information call (808) 985-6166 or visit www.nps.gov/havo.  
Big Island Hawaiian Music Festival (Saturday, July 9 / Sunday, July 10) – Enjoy authentic Hawaiian music - including ‘ukulele, slack key and steel guitar - and falsetto singing at this always popular two-day event featuring artists from around Hawai‘i.  At the Hilo Civic Auditorium from noon – 6 p.m. each day.   Contact the East Hawai‘i Cultural Center at (808) 961-5711 or visit www.ehcc.org for more information.

Healing Garden and Mango Festival (Saturday, July 30) – The delicious mango takes center stage with tastings, recipes, tree sales and other mango-themed activities at this festival, also featuring cultural healing arts displays, presentations, natural products, green services, eco fashion show, healthy food, Hawaiian music, etc.  10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Free. Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort in Kona.  (808) 638-0888  www.hawaiihealthguide.com/healinggarden/
AUGUST
59th Annual Hilo Orchid Society Show & Sale (Aug. 5 – Aug. 7)  - Thousands of orchids are on display and for sale in this colorful three-day extravaganza, the State’s largest orchid show. Experts offer demonstrations, growing tips and more. Admission is by donation at the door. At the Edith Kanaka‘ole Multi-Purpose Stadium in Hilo. 9 – 9 Friday, 9 – 5 Saturday and 10 – 2 Sunday. Call (808) 934-0552 or sherylhilo@yahoo.net
Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko Performance (Saturday, Aug. 13) - See traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater, featuring Halau Manuleʽa Hawaiʽi.  10:30 a.m. Hawaiian cultural demonstrations at Volcano Art Center Gallery from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.   Free; park entrance fees apply.   Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 
Establishment Day Hawaiian Festival (Saturday, Aug. 13/ Sunday, Aug. 14) - The annual cultural festival held at the Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historical Site, this event features a royal court procession and hula early Saturday morning and arts, crafts and cultural exhibits throughout the weekend.   PNHP is located about a mile south of Kawaihae on the Kohala Coast.  Call (808) 882-7218 or visit www.nps.gov.puhe.  
Rain Forest Runs (Saturday, Aug. 20) – Run at the cool, 4,000-foot elevation of Volcano Village through a native rainforest with beautiful views of Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa.   Races include a half marathon, 10K or 5K run/walk.  Take part as a runner, walker, volunteer or spectator. These first-ever races are sponsored by the Volcano Art Center.  Call (808) 967-8240 for information or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
SEPTEMBER
37th Annual Parker Ranch Round-up Club Rodeo (Saturday, Sept. 3 / Sunday, Sept. 4) – This exciting two-day event is held annually as a fundraiser to provide scholarships for school-age children of Parker Ranch employees.  Family-style fun includes team roping, bull riding, barrel racing and more. Parker Ranch Rodeo Arena in Waimea at noon to sunset both days.  Call (808) 885-5669 or visit www.parkerranch.com.
Queen Lili‘uokalani Canoe Races (Sept. 3 – Sept. 5) – Held on the beautiful Kona Coast, this is the largest long-distance canoe race in the world, attracting dozens of canoe hālau (clubs) and hundreds of paddlers from Hawai‘i and beyond.  The event features single hull, double hull and individual races along with a torchlight parade, dance and lū‘au awards ceremony.  Call (808) 334-9481 or visit http://www.queenliliorace.com
Kona Style Slack Key Guitar Festival (Sunday, Sept. 4) -  Hawai‘i’s trademark method of tuning and playing the guitar – called “slack-key” – is showcased at this free music festival.  Fifteen of the best slack-key artists from Hawaiʽi and the Big Island will perform.  Authentic Hawaiian music – an event not to miss!  Noon - 5 p.m.  Sheraton Keauhou Bay Resort and Spa in Kona.  (808) 226-2697 or visit www.slackkeyfestival.com
East Hawaiʽi Dance Festival & Extravaganza (Saturday, Sept. 10) - A celebration of dance featuring performances by Hawaiʽi Island's leading dancers ranging from hip-hop to hula, tango to tribal, traditional to cutting-edge.   7 p.m.   Contact the East Hawai‘i Cultural Center at (808) 935- 9085 or visit www.ehcc.org for more information.
Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko Performance (Saturday, Sept. 17) - See traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater, featuring Halau Hula Kalehuakiʽekiʽeikaʽiu.   10:30 a.m.   Hawaiian cultural demonstrations at Volcano Art Center Gallery, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.   Free; park entrance fees apply.   Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org. 
5th Annual Parade and Festival for the United Nations International Day of Peace (Sunday, Sept. 18) – The tranquil Hāmākua Coast town of Honoka‘a joins the world in observing the United Nations International Peace Day with a parade featuring bands, floats, clubs, school groups, performance artists and dancers.  Also food vendors, information booths and entertainment.  Noon. (808) 640-4602 or visit www.peacedayparade.org
He Hali‘a Aloha No Ka Queen Lili‘uokalani Festival (Sunday, Sept. 25) – This festival celebrates the birthday of Hawai‘i’s beloved Queen Lili‘uokalani, the last reigning monarch of Hawai‘i.  It is held in the beautiful surroundings of the Queen’s historical namesake, Japanese-style gardens in central Hilo. Hula performances by worldwide hula hālau (schools). 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Call (808) 961-8706 for more information.

OCTOBER
Big Island Woodworkers and Artists Exhibit (Sept. 30 – Oct. 28) –  The forests of the Big Island abound in native and exotic hardwoods which star in this show as beautiful pieces of furniture made by Island woodworkers.  The furniture pieces are exhibited with other art media, including oil paintings and glass sculptures.  Wailoa Center in Hilo. Free. Weekdays only 8:30-4:30 (noon – 4:30 Wednesday) (808) 933-0416.  
Kona Portuguese Festival (Saturday, Oct. 1)  - Portuguese immigrants were among various ethnic groups to settle in Hawaii, and this event will showcase their heritage, cuisine and culture.   Enjoy cultural demonstrations, agricultural products, food booths featuring Portuguese favorites, entertainment as well as historical exhibits.  Kona Historical Society in Kona.  Free.  Call (808) 322-2788 or visit www.konahistorical.org.
Hilo Wayfinding Festival (Oct. 7 - 9) –This 3rd annual event celebrates the historic sailing feats of Pacific peoples using celestial navigation along with current efforts to revive and expand skills and interest in long distance canoe voyaging.  Free activities include panel presentations and workshops led by Hawai‘i’s master canoe navigators. Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo.   Call (808) 969-9704 or visit www.imiloahawaii.org.

Ford Ironman Triathlon World Championship (Saturday, Oct. 8) – The top 1,800 triathletes from around the world (50 countries and all 50 States) converge on Kona for this Super-Bowl of triathlon events, featuring a 2.4-mile ocean swim, a 112-mile bike course and a 26.2-mile run.  This is the big one – a world-class sports event!  Call (813) 868-5929 / (813) 868-5914  or visit www.ironman.com/worldchampionship
Puna Chefs and Farms Culinary Arts Festival (Oct. 24 – Oct. 31) - This event is a full week of experiencing culinary delights at Puna dining spots, and, in hands-on classes, discovering secrets of creating wholesome, delicious Hawaiian-Pacific cuisine, including sustainable aqua & agriculture production and meal presentation

At Kalani Oceanside Retreat in Pahoa in Puna.   Fee.  Call  (808) 965-0468 or visit www.kalani.com.

NOVEMBER
Moku o Keawe International Hula Festival (Nov. 3 – 6) – A multi-day event celebrating the hula and the hula arts,  this festival features hula hālau (troupes) from Hawaii, Japan and elsewhere competing in kūpuna (senior), kahiko (ancient) and ‘auana (modern) hula divisions.   Master instructors teach workshops and cultural classes throughout the event. Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort. Call (808) 886-8822 or visit www.mokuokeawe.org
Black & White Night (Friday, Nov. 4) - Downtown Hilo’s biggest annual strolling party with numerous live music venues, fashion shows, a treasure hunt through town, free food, author & artist receptions.  Everyone dresses in black and white, from shorts and T-shirts to gowns and suits to enter the “Best Dressed Black & White Contest” for cash prizes. 5 – 10 p.m. Free! Call (808) 935-8850  or visit www.downtownhilo.com.

Moku O Keawe Kapa Festival (Nov. 4 – Nov. 6) - The event centers around a three-day kapa workshop for both expert and beginner kapa artists.  Hawaiian arts, Hawaiian music, hula performances and food will create a festive atmosphere.  Visitors can try their hand at kapa making.  Amy Greenwell Ethnobotanical Gardens, Hwy.11 in Captain Cook in Kona. 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Free. (808) 323-3318 or visit www.bishopmuseum.org.
Kona Coffee Cultural Festival (Nov. 4 - 13) - Since its inception in 1970, the Kona Coffee Cultural Festival’s mission has been to preserve, perpetuate and promote Kona’s 180-year coffee heritage.  It is Hawai‘i's oldest food festival and the only coffee festival in the United States. This year’s celebration will have nearly 50 events including tastings, art exhibits, cupping competition, farm tours, contests, parades, sporting events, and special events. Call (808) 326-7820 or visit www.konacoffeefest.com.
Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko Performance (Saturday, Nov. 5) - See traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater, featuring Hula Halau o Kou Lima Nani E.  10:30 a.m.   Hawaiian cultural demonstrations at Volcano Art Center Gallery, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.   Free; park entrance fees apply.   Call (808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
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